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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . No new claims have been added. Claims 4-8 are canceled. Claim 1 has been amended. 
Claims 1-3 are pending in this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2 ) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Application Publication Number 2006/0004731 issued to John C. Seibel et al. (hereinafter 
"Seibel"). 

Claim 1: 

Seibel discloses a system for visually mining information, the system comprising an 
application server (Seibel: paragraph [0054], lines 7-9), wherein the application server comprises: 

an auto-count module for obtaining data from a designated database (Seibel: paragraph 
[0054], lines 5-10), and for generating a structured information report according to obtained data 
by processing a command transmitted from a client computer (Seibel: paragraph [0055]); 

a data mining module for mining data from the structured information report (Seibel: 
paragraph [0068] and paragraph [0069], lines 1-3 and paragraph [0049], lines 12-13; The first two references show 
that the Seibel reference discloses data mining (text mining). The last reference shows that the data which is mined 
can be 'structured data'.), the data mining module comprising: 
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a parameter obtaining sub-module for obtaining mining parameters and a scanning 
command from the client computer (Seibel: paragraph [0071], lines 1-4 and paragraph [0071], lines 9-11 and 
paragraph [0071], lines 14-16; Note that the user is capable of setting parameters that influence the mining process. 
Since the user can set parameters (depth and frequency of crawling, newsgroup names and display format, mailing 
list names and addresses), surely there is some module in place to execute the text mining in accordance with these 
parameters.); and 

a querying sub-module for querying data from the structured information report in 
accordance with the mining parameters (Seibel: paragraph [0112], lines 6-9); and a dynamic scanning 
module (Seibel: paragraph [0071]; The web crawler is the scanning module.) comprising: 

a scanning sub-module for scanning the structured information report according to the 
scanning command (Seibel: paragraph [0071] and paragraph [0035], lines 8-10; The web crawler is the scanning 
module.); 

an identifying sub-module for identifying whether data stored in a field of the structured 
information report match the mining parameters (Seibel: paragraph [0038], lines 3-6 and paragraph [0071] 
and paragraph [0105], lines 3-5 and paragraph [0112], lines 6-9); and 

a marking sub-module for marking an identified field of the structured information report 
with a designated mark to from a marked field (Seibel: paragraph [0019], lines 8-12 and paragraph [0074], 
lines 6-9 and paragraph [0049], lines 12-13; Note specifically 'key phrase highlighting based on. ..search criteria. " 
This is highlighting of search keys is equivalent to the Applicant's claimed 'marking an identified field of the 
structured information report with a designated mark. ' See paragraph 100321, lines 10-12 of the Applicant's 
specification (US Application Publication Number 2004/0158552) and Applicant's Fig. 7. Also note that the last 
reference from paragraph [0049] shows that the returned data can be structured data.). 
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Claim 2: 

Seibel discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted above, and Seibel further discloses 
wherein the data mining module further comprises a parameter setting sub-module for generating 
an SQL (Structured Query Language) sentence in accordance with the mining parameters (Seibel: 
paragraph 10051 / and paragraph 100521; Note that predefined queries are "parameterized" in order to extract 
specific data from desired data sources. Further note that a system running MS SQL server can implement the 
invention. Surely a query ran on a system using MS SQL server would be a SQL query statement.). 
Claim 3: 

Seibel discloses all the elements of claim 1, as noted above, and Seibel further discloses 
wherein the scanning sub-module comprises a scanning needle for scanning each of the fields of 
the structured information report (Seibel: paragraph [0071] and paragraph [0035], lines 8-10; The web crawler 
scans each document, structured or unstructured (Seibel: paragraph [0035], lines 8-10), in the desired data 
collection. At the very least, the web crawler scans each document from the beginning of the document to the end of 
the document while looking for data that matches the user's search parameters. During this 'scanning' process from 
the beginning of the document to the end of the document, the furthest location that the crawler has reached (the line 
between searched document portion and uuscarched document portion) is the scanning needle.). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant Argues: 

According to these disclosures of Seibel, a key phase or a keyword can be highlighted based on a search 
criteria, and a keyword can be highlighted to rapidly locate relevant areas of a text. However, the claimed feature of 
"an identified field of the structured information report is not disclosed or taught by Seibel. As claimed in claim 
1 , the feature of "an identified field" relates to an area that includes one or more numbers/words, or can be inputted 
one or more numbers/words. Such feature is supported by paragraph [0031] of the present application, as originally 
filed, and is not mentioned at all in Seibel. 

That is, the presently claimed feature of "an identified field" is apparent different from a key phase or 
keyword disclosed by Seibel. 
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Examiner Responds: 

Examiner is not persuaded. The Examiner sets forth that Seibel discloses "an identified 
field of the structured information report" [Seibel: paragraph [0019], lines 8-12 and paragraph [0074], lines 
6-9 and paragraph [0049], lines 12-13]. 

First, note that a "field", in computer science, can reasonably be defined as "a set of one 
or more adjacent characters comprising a unit of information 1 ." Since a keyword in a document 
is simply a set of one or more adjacent characters, which together, comprise a unit of 
information (a collection of characters here can be a word), it appears that Seibel does in fact 
disclose a "field". Furthermore, this interpretation of a field even meets one of the definitions 
provided by the Applicant above (a field is an area comprising one word.). 

Based upon the above explanation, it appears to be clear that Seibel discloses a field. 
Proceeding further, the Examiner sets forth that Seibel discloses "an identified field." The 
identified field in Seibel is the field (keyword comprising adjacent characters) which is 
highlighted because it matched a keyword search [Seibel: paragraph [0019], lines 8-12 and paragraph 
[0074], lines 6-9]. The particular keyword (field) was highlighted (marked) because it was 
identified as matching the search term. Finally, note that the documents returned in the Seibel 
reference can be structured documents [Seibel: paragraph [0049], lines 12-13]. 

In light of the Examiner's response above, it appears to be clear that Seibel discloses "an 
identified field of a structured information report" [Seibel: paragraph [0019], lines 8-12 and paragraph 
[0074], lines 6-9 and paragraph [0049], lines 12-13]. 
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Since each and every element of the Applicant's claimed invention is either disclosed or 
suggested by the prior art of record, the claims remain rejected under the reasons set forth in the 
preceding office action. 
Applicant Argues: 

Furthermore, Seibel does not disclose or teach what the search criteria is, and how to highlight the key 
phase or the keyword. That is, the presently claimed feature of "a designated mark" used to mark the identified field 
of the structured information report is not disclosed or taught by Seibel. Accordingly, Applicant submits that Seibel 
fails to disclose or teach the feature of "a marking sub-module for marking an identified field of the structured 
information report with a designated mark to form a marked field, " as recited in claim 1. 

Examiner Responds: 

Examiner is not persuaded. The Examiner asserts that Seibel discloses "a marking sub- 
module for marking an identified field of the structured information report with a designated 
mark to form a marked field" [Seibel: paragraph [0019], lines 8-12 and paragraph [0074], lines 6-9 and 
paragraph [0049], lines 12-13]. 

Paragraph [0032], lines 10-12 of the Applicant's Published Specification [US 2004/0158552] 
clearly recites, "[t]he marking sub-module 1224 marks any data matching the SQL sentence 
with a designated color in the structure information report". Based upon this portion of the 
Applicant's specification, it appears to be reasonable to interpret the "marking of any data 
matching the SQL sentence" as the highlighting of words in a document which match the terms 
of a search query. 

The Examiner has shown that Seibel discloses the highlighting of words in a document 
which match the terms of a search query [Seibel: paragraph [0019], lines 8-12 and paragraph [0074], lines 

1 This definition was provided by using the Google define function. A copy of the definitions for the word field returned by the use of the Google 
define function is included as an attachment to this office action. 
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6-9 and paragraph [0049], lines 12-13]. 

Since it appears that each and every element of the Applicant's claimed invention is 
either disclosed or suggested by the prior art of record, the claims remain rejected under the 
reasons set forth in the preceding office action. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick A. Darno whose telephone number is (571) 272-0788. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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